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dozen persons. Provisions, consisting of cold fowls, ham,
tongues, different meat pies, wines, and liquors of various
st^ts were sent in to the apartment the day before, and two
servants were allowed to attend. Our party consisted of
my father, mother, brother Joseph, sister Mary, myself,
Mr. and Miss Isaacs, Miss Thomas, her brother (all Irish),
my uncle and aunt Boulton, and their eldest daughter.
We all supped together in St. Albans Street on the 21st of
September, and at midnight set off in my father's coach
and my uncle's, and Miss Thomas's chariot. At the end
of Pall Mall the different lines of carriages, nearly filling
the street, our progress was consequently tedious, yet the
time was beguiled by the grandeur of the scene, such a
multitude of carriages, with servants behind carrying
flambeaux, made a blaze of light equal to day, and had a
fine effect.

Opposite the Horse Guards we were stopped exactly an
hour without moving onward a single inch. As we ap-
proached near the Abbey, the difficulties increased, from
mistakes of the coachmen, some of whom were going
to the Hall, others to the Abbey, and getting into the
wrong ranks. This created much confusion and running
against each other, whereby glasses and panels were de-
molished without number, the noise of which, accompanied
by the screeches of the terrified ladies, was at times truly
terrific.

It was past seven in the morning before we reached
the Abbey, which having once entered, we proceeded
to our box without further impediment, Dr. Markham
having given us tickets which allowed our passing by a
private staircase, and avoiding the immense crowd that was
within. We found a hot and comfortable breakfast ready,
which I enjoyed, and which proved highly refreshing to us
all; after which some of our party determined to take a
nap in their chairs, whilst I, who was well acquainted with
every creek and corner of the Abbey, amused myself
running about the long gallery until noon, when notice
being given that the procession had begun fco move, I